Information on Orthopedic Trauma Fellowships: Online Accessibility and Content.
The internet is a popular resource for orthopedic fellowship applicants. We conducted a study to assess the accessibility of orthopedic trauma fellowship (OTF) program websites and to evaluate the content on the sites. We queried the online database of the Orthopaedic Trauma Association (OTA) and the online Fellowship and Residency Electronic Interactive Database (FREIDA) to assess available OTF program links. We used Google to assess how accessible the sites are from outside the databases. We then analyzed accessible sites for content pertinent to OTF applicants. Of the 49 OTF programs identified, 42 (86%) had their websites accessible from Google and FREIDA links. The OTA database had no OTF website links. Analysis of the 42 accessible OTF sites revealed they had an average of 40% (range, 0%-75%) of assessed content, with operative experience on 88% of sites and a program description on 93% of sites. OTF programs with >1 fellow had significantly more education content (48% vs 33%; P = .043) and total content (46% vs 37%; P = .01) on their sites than OTF programs with 1 fellow. Accessibility and content of OTF websites are highly variable and largely deficient. OTF programs should focus on improving their website accessibility and content.